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SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS FORMS


	
	Substantive Program Modification Form


	
	



Use this form to request minor changes in existing programs (majors, minors, certificates, or specializations). 

	UNIVERSITY:
	DSU

	CURRENT PROGRAM DEGREE:
	Ph.D.

	CURRENT PROGRAM MAJOR/MINOR:
	Computer Science

	CURRENT SPECIALIZATION (If applicable):
	

	CIP CODE:
	110101

	UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT:
	Computer Science

	BANNER DEPARTMENT CODE:
	DCSI

	UNIVERSITY COLLEGE:
	Beacom College of Computer and Cyber Sciences

	BANNER COLLEGE CODE:
	DCOC



University Approval
To the Board of Regents and the Executive Director: I certify that I have read this proposal, that I believe it to be accurate, and that it has been evaluated and approved as provided by university policy.
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Description automatically generated]
	
	5/26/2026
	Vice President of Academic Affairs or 
President of the University
	
	Date



	



1. This modification addresses a change in (place an “X” in the appropriate box):

	☒	Total credits required within the discipline
	☐	Total credits of supportive course work

	
	
	
	

	☒	Total credits of elective course work
	☐	Total credits required for program

	
	
	
	

	☐	Program name
	☐	Existing specialization

	
	
	
	

	☐	CIP Code
	☐	Other (explain below)

	☐	Modification requiring Board of Regents approval 
Must have prior approval from Executive Director or designee


2. Effective date of change: 8/24/2026

3. Program Degree Level (place an “X” in the appropriate box):

	Associate
	☐	Bachelor’s
	☐	Master’s
	☐	Doctoral
	☒


4. Category (place an “X” in the appropriate box):

	Certificate
	☐	Specialization
	☐	Minor
	☐	Major
	☐


5. If a name change is proposed, the change will occur (place an “X” in the appropriate box):

	☐	On the effective date for all students



	☐	On the effective date for students new to the program (enrolled students will graduate from existing program)

	
	



	Proposed new name: 
	

	
	Reminder: Name changes may require updating related articulation agreements, site approvals, etc.



6. [bookmark: _Hlk114218254]Is the program being modified associated with a current articulation agreement?   
	Yes
	☐	No
	☒

a. If yes, will the articulation agreement need to be updated with the partner institution following the approve of the program change? Please explain:

7. Primary Aspects of the Modification (add lines or adjust cell size as needed):

	Existing Curriculum
	Proposed Curriculum (highlight changes)

	Pref.
	Num.
	Title
	Cr.
Hrs.
	
	Pref.
	Num.
	Title
	Cr. Hrs.

	Shared Required Courses
	18
	
	Shared Required Courses
	 18

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Electives
	24-30
	
	Electives
	24

	Choose a minimum of two courses from each of the three areas listed: Theory, Systems, Application.
	
	Choose a minimum of two courses from each of the three areas listed: Theory, Systems, Application.

	Choose 6-12 additional credits selected with advisor approval from graduate level CSC, INFA, INFS, MATH, STATS or other approved areas (supporting dissertation research).  A maximum of 9 credits at the 500 (or equivalent) level may be approved to be applied as elective in the program.
	
	Choose 6 additional credits selected with advisor approval from graduate level AI, CSC, INFA, CYD, CYO, INFS, MATH, STATS or other approved areas (supporting dissertation research).  A maximum of 9 credits at the 500 (or equivalent) level may be approved to be applied as elective in the program.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dissertation
	27-30
	
	Dissertation
	30

	CSC
	804
	Cybersecurity Research Methodologies
	3
	
	CSC
	804
	Computer and Cyber Security Research Methodologies
	3

	
	
	
	
	
	CSC
	807
	Computer and Cyber Security Research
	3

	CSC
	809
	Dissertation Preparation
	3
	
	CSC
	809
	Dissertation Preparation
	3

	CSC
	890
	Seminar
	3
	
	CSC
	890
	Seminar
	3

	CSC
	898D
	Dissertation
	18-21
	
	CSC
	898D
	Dissertation
	18

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total number of hours required for major, minor, or specialization
	72
	
	Total number of hours required for major, minor, or specialization
	72

	Total number of hours required for degree
	72
	
	Total number of hours required for degree
	72




Explanation of the Change:  

All Beacom College Ph.D. programs are streamlining the required research theory coursework to include CS 804, 807, and 809. As such, this SPM requests to add CSC 807 to the required coursework for the Ph.D. Computer Science program. By adding this course, we will remove the variable credit amount for the dissertation from 18-21 to simply 18 credits.

As the program is a joint program with SDSU, we have reviewed their requirements to note any differences. According to their most recent catalog (2025-2026), they do not require CSC 804, 807, 809, or 890 course. DSU has required CSC 804 and 809 since the program has been offered in the 2021-2022 catalog, and added the 890 seminars in the following year. Adding CSC 807 would not appear to affect SDSU’s offering of the Computer Science Ph.D. program.
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