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SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS FORMS
New Prefix Request

Use this form to request a new prefix not currently in use within the system. Consult the Approved Course Prefix List in AAC Guidelines for information about existing courses and prefixes. 

	DSU
	
	Beacom College of Computer and Cyber Sciences
	
	
	
	

	Institution
	
	Division/Department
	
	Institutional Approval Signature
	
	Date


Table 1 University Information

1. Is the university seeking approval for a new prefix or authority to use an existing prefix?

	X
	New Prefix
	1. 
	Authority to Use an Existing Prefix


Table 2 Is the university seeking approval for a new prefix or authority to use an existing prefix
2. What is the proposed prefix? CYD - Cyber Defense

3. Has the university consulted the existing list of approved prefixes in the Academic Affairs Council (AAC) guidelines to determine if the proposed prefix is in use? (Yes or No)

Yes

4. Do the courses associated with the new prefix represent a discipline/program offered by more than one Regental institution? (Yes or No)
If yes, have the other institutions reviewed this request (explain below)?

No

5. Courses in the new prefix
5.1. How many courses are proposed for the new prefix? 17 (moving INFA courses to this prefix and phase out INFA prefix)
5.2. How many of the proposed new courses are in the x9x series? 3
6. Provide a brief rationale for the new prefix below: 

Cyber Defense is a formally established academic department. The proposed CYD prefix aligns course designation with departmental ownership and institutional structure. Currently, courses are housed under legacy prefixes (CSC and INFA) that reflect a prior organizational model. This creates misalignment between departmental governance, catalog presentation, and transcript designation. Establishing the CYD prefix ensures structural consistency across programs, scheduling, assessment, and reporting while formally retiring the INFA designation. Cyber Defense is a distinct academic discipline focused on defensive cyber operations, risk management, digital forensics, compliance, and protection of information systems and critical infrastructure. The CYD prefix reflects nationally recognized terminology used in federal, industry, and workforce frameworks. This request does not modify course content, credit hours, or degree requirements. It aligns course nomenclature with current academic organization and long-term institutional strategy.  It also addresses a practical limitation, as the current CSC numbering sequence is nearing capacity and the system is running out of available CSC course numbers to support continued growth.
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